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Sculptor Addresses UN Delegates on Art, Advocacy and Rights of Women 
Sculptor of NYC Monument, “The Girl Puzzle” speaks at High-Level United Nations event. 

 
New York City, Thursday, March 27, 2025 – United Nations dignitaries gathered to 
champion the rights of women and girls at a closed diplomatic session in New York City 
Sunday, March 9, 2025, and considered the power of art in furthering equality, safety and 
autonomy of women across the world. 
 
Internationally recognized sculptor Amanda Matthews urged diplomats to seek women's 
voices at every level of decision-making. Matthews, creator of New York City’s “The Girl 
Puzzle” monument on Roosevelt Island honoring journalist Nellie Bly, pointed to Bly as an 
inspiration for those advocating for women.  
 
“In a time when women’s voices are being silenced, we must speak – about agency, about 
safety, about poverty, about reproductive rights,” said Matthews. “Women must be 
present in board rooms and courtrooms, in hospitals, in research, and in governments so 
women are making critical decisions that affect women.” 
 
The event, hosted by the Permanent Representatives of Switzerland, Cabo Verde and 
Costa Rica included the UN President of the General Assembly, the UN President of the 
Security Council, and the Executive Director of UN Women.  
 
Following the meeting, over 100 Delegates from global U.N. Member Nations, both women 
and men, marched together to “The Girl Puzzle” monument on Roosevelt Island, NYC, to 
launch the 69th United Nations session of the Commission on the Status of Women and to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.  
 
Matthews spoke unequivocally about advocacy, representation, and women’s rights to a 
large audience of global UN Dignitaries while standing before her monument, one of the 
world’s largest honoring diverse women.  
 
“Honoring Nellie Bly means inspiring us to continue her work with urgency, with clarity, and 
with vision for women and all marginalized people,” Matthews said.  
 
She emphasized that women’s value is inherent to their humanity.  
 
"We must speak the words we’ve been warned not to speak, not only in defiance but in 
support of those being erased by our silence," said Matthews.  

“NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO BE SILENT!” 
 

# # # 
 

More information can be found here, including images and Matthews’ full speech. 
Amanda Matthews can be reached for comment at prometheusartfoundry@gmail.com 
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